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4. SUMMARY 

This paper has presented an overview of the Australian Airborne Cal/val Experiment for SMOS (AACES) 
scheduled to start in the spring of 2009. Against the background of the upcoming launch of the SMOS 
satellite, and the inevitable need for brightness temperature and derived soil moisture validation, these 
campaigns will provide one of the most comprehensive datasets. In addition to validating approximately 20 
independent SMOS pixels in their entirety with validated 1 km airborne passive microwave observations at 
L-Band and derived soil moisture, the data will cover a range of topographic, climatic and geomorphologic 
characteristics, as well as varying soil texture, vegetation condition, vegetation type, and land use.  

Interested parties are invited to participate in these planned field campaigns and benefit from collaborating in 
such an important validation activity. In particular, people with a focus on remote sensing of soil moisture, 
vegetation, evapotranspiration and precipitation or related areas of environmental remote sensing that can 
contribute to the data set, and utilise the collected ground and airborne data, are invited to join our team. 
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