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4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

Work from Tasmania by Holz (2007) indicated that the contribution of dairy pastures to nutrient losses in
northwest Tasmanian was significantly higher than previously published studies. The results from this
WaterCAST modelling indicate that dairy pastures within regions of a catchment can have large variationsin
TP losses. These findings are backed up by the soil test results. These regional differences could be driven by
a number of factors including percentage land use, distance to stream, percentage of intact riparian
vegetation, the extent of hump and hollow drainage, soil characteristics including acid sulphate soils etc.
While the WaterCAST model is a lumped conceptual model and cannot be used to interpret factors driving
the differences detected, it can be used to prioritise further, more detailed investigations, designed to begin
elucidating underlying mechanisms and potentially effective interventions. Thisis the focus of further work.
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